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Introductions and 
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Making Connections 

Kindergarten and the CEFR 

Big Ideas



Gallery Walk - CEFR Big Ideas

Use the sticky notes at your 

tables to record your 

reflections on connections 

you are making between the 

CEFR and the Kindergarten 

context.



1. When you hear "CEFR" in a Kindergarten context, what words, feelings or 

images immediately come to mind?

2. What are the most natural ways our students demonstrate they 

understand and can communicate in French during daily routines?

3. Where do you already see/purposefully embed opportunities for students 

to converse throughout the day?

4. What types of tasks/activities do students already engage with as social 

agents/problem solvers?

Gallery Walk - Reflection Questions



Gallery Walk - Debrief

What are some key connections that you notice?



Understanding 
CEFR Descriptors

“Je peux”/ “Can do” statements 

for young language learners.



What are “Je peux” / “Can do” descriptors?

Can recognize everyday, familiar words, if they 
are spoken clearly and slowly in a clearly 
defined, familiar everyday context

Can understand very short, simple text a 
single phrase at a time.

Can ask & answer questions about themselves & 
daily routines, using short, formulaic expressions 
& relying on gestures to reinforce the 
information



Language learner as a “social agent”

Social agents



The purpose of the descriptors

What kind of 
language can I 
use in the 
classroom?

What can I 
expect them to 
produce?



Applying descriptors to young learners



Descriptor sort

At your tables, sort the descriptors you have into 

Pre-A1 or A1

Notice while working at tables:  

● How does student autonomy differ between Pre-A1 

descriptors and A1 descriptors?

● What key linguistic markers distinguish a Pre-A1 descriptor 

from an A1 descriptor?

● What do you notice about the progression from Pre A1 to 

A1?



Connecting the descriptors to current practice

At your tables look at descriptors that you have and decide:

● Where in your current classroom routines, group activities, or 

informal student interactions do you already witness students 

demonstrating these Pre-A1 and A1 behaviors? 

● In what ways can you adapt or rephrase specific 

descriptors into student-friendly language to support 

learner self-assessment and goal setting?



Video example 1

Based on what you 

have learned about 

the descriptors, does 

this example 

represent a student 

working with Pre-A1 

or A1? 

A1
Pre-

A1
Kindergarten – Developing Oral Language through play

(Transforming FSL)

https://vimeo.com/757760012
https://vimeo.com/757760012
https://vimeo.com/757760012


Video example 2

Based on what you 

have learned about 

the descriptors, does 

this example 

represent a student 

working with Pre-A1 

or A1? 

A1
Pre-

A1
Kindergarten – Developing Oral Language through play 

(Transforming FSL)

https://vimeo.com/757760012
https://vimeo.com/757760012
https://vimeo.com/757760012


Video example 3

Based on what you 

have learned about 

the descriptors, does 

this example 

represent a student 

working with Pre-A1 

or A1? 

A1
Pre-

A1
Le langage oral: Qu’est-ce qu’on veut manger  (ACPI)

Le langage oral: Qu’est-ce qu’on veut manger  (ACPI)

https://youtu.be/FvB26wrBQSQ?si=GSYw9_mRyouIEFi-


Video example 4

Based on what you 

have learned about 

the descriptors, does 

this example 

represent a student 

working with Pre-A1 

or A1? 

A1
Pre-

A1

Explorer et apprendre dehors : Vivant ou non-vivant?

Le langage oral: Explorer et apprendre dehors (ACPI)

Le langage oral: Explorer et apprendre dehors (ACPI)

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mCVaf6ZreVc
https://youtu.be/mCVaf6ZreVc?si=ITNwiUD1VFa1dXZl


The Why



LUNCH



Connecting the CEFR and the 
Ontario 2026 Kindergarten 

Curriculum



Kindergarten Curriculum 



Structural Changes in the Kindergarten Curriculum

• Kindergarten now has a curriculum, rather than a program

• Shift from Four Frames to defined learning strands

• Expectations are more clearly organized and explicit

• Stronger alignment with the Grade 1-8 curriculum structure



What Did NOT Change

• Play-based, developmentally appropriate learning

• Inquiry, exploration, and child curiosity

• Whole-child development

• Social-emotional learning and well-being

• Relationships, belonging, and responsive interactions

Kindergarten continues to prioritize:



Speaking the Same Language: 
Linking Ontario Kindergarten Pedagogy and the CEFR



Speaking the Same Language: Task

Individually review one of the three snippets from:

- Ontario Kindergarten 2026: Vision and Goals

- Ontario Kindergarten 2026: A Shared Understanding of 

Students, Families, Educators, and Their Environments

- CEFR: Purposes of the CEFR & The user/learner as a 

social agent

Highlight key words/ideas in each document that jump 

out to you - be prepared to share with your table group.



Speaking the Same Language: 
Discussion

How do these documents speak the same 

language?

Consider learners, educators, the environment, 

language… 



A Shared Understanding of 
Students

Children are competent, 
capable of complex 
thinking, curious, and 
rich in potential. 
(Ontario Ministry of Education, 2014, p. 6)

























Language foundations Continuum - 

Considerations for French Immersion



Interactive Mapping: Overall Expectations and “Je 
peux” statements

Match the ‘Je peux’ statements printed on labels to the Overall 

Expectations up around the room. 

- Peel and stick your “Je peux” labels to the expectations 

You may find that a statement can be matched to multiple 

expectations. 

Je peux 

Je peux 

Je peux 



Interactive Mapping: Debrief

In your table groups, discuss...

- What connections did you make/find?
- Which expectations were the easiest to 

connect "Je peux" statements to?
- Which expectations was it a challenge to 

connect "Je peux" statements to?





AFFIRM 
What expectations and best practices in the new curriculum and the 
CEFR are already reflected in current classroom practice?

ADJUST
What parts of current practice could be strengthened to better align 
with the curriculum and the CEFR?

ADOPT 
What parts of the curriculum and the CEFR need to become part of 
everyday classroom practice? 

ABANDON
What current practices should be discontinued because they are not 
aligned with the expectations or best practices in the new curriculum 
or aligned to the CEFR?

Kindergarten Curriculum & the CEFR : Reflection & Next Steps



BREAK



Round Table Activity 
 AO Developed Tasks



Tomorrow
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